
 

 

 

Parkinson’s South Australia joins The Hospital Research Foundation Group 

June 16, 2020 

The Parkinson’s community in South Australia and the Northern Territory is set to benefit from an 

exciting charity merger with Parkinson’s South Australia joining The Hospital Research Foundation 

Group from 1 July 2020. 

The merger will improve the provision of support and wellbeing services and increase vital research 

and for over 8,000 people living with Parkinson’s disease – a neurodegenerative condition with 

complex motor and non-motor symptoms with no known cure.  

For over 30 years Parkinson’s SA has provided support and information to people living with 

Parkinson’s and other movement disorders in South Australia and the Northern Territory. This also 

includes support for carers, family, the community and health professionals. 

THRF Group CEO Paul Flynn said the sharing of resources will maximise efficiencies to help improve 

the quality of life for people living with Parkinson’s in SA and NT.   

“We observed what Parkinson’s SA was able to achieve with a minimal budget and are thrilled to 

enter into a merger that will further support this community with stronger services, research and 

impact,” Paul said.  

“THRF Group is interested in supporting research and programs that have a quality-of-life theme, 

including neurological disorders, some of which sadly have no current cure. These are important 

areas for our donors and ticket buyers in the Hospital Research Home Lottery and we feel it is 

essential for us to collaborate and make a difference. 

“Parkinson’s SA will become THRF Group’s ninth charity and joins Laurel Palliative Care Foundation 

who also merge into the group from 1 July. We’re proud to be broadening the impact we can have 

on the health and wellbeing of the community while giving donors the choice to support an area of 

healthcare which matters most to them.”  

Parkinson’s SA CEO Olivia Nassaris, who will remain involved as an Executive Director, said the 

merger presents many opportunities for clients and the broader Parkinson’s community. 

“Overall, the potential benefit of the merger to the Parkinson’s SA community is significant. Our 

passionate team can now focus entirely on maximising choice, independence and well-being for 

people living with Parkinson’s. We will also be able to invest in improving vital support services in 

regional, rural and remote SA,” Olivia said. 

“We are grateful to have ongoing security through sharing resources, as well as access to the 

focused skills of THRF Group. 

“We are also excited to expand our research capabilities, through projects aimed to help stop, slow, 

reverse and cure Parkinson’s.” 
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Background 

• The Hospital Research Foundation supports more than 50 areas of research and patient 
care, from birth to end-of-life care, across all South Australian communities and public 
hospitals. The group will now include nine charities, giving donors the opportunity to 
support a specific area of research or patient care that matters most to them.  
 

• Parkinson’s SA provides support and information to people living with Parkinson’s and other 
movement disorders, their carers, family, community and health professionals. The 
organisation represents and supports the 8,000 people with Parkinson’s in SA and their 
family members. The support provided is across the continuum of the condition, from 
diagnosis, through the early stages and throughout the progression of the disease.  

 

Contact 

Abbey Bell, Senior Manager – Communications and Stakeholder Relations 

0401 082 124, abell@hospitalresearch.com.au  
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